OCTOBER 1710             Journal to Stella
sir Philip Meadows,23 envoy to the emperor. I tell you
this, because it is odds but this Mr. Dyet will be hanged;
for he is discovered to have counterfeited stampt paper, in
which he was a commissioner; and, with his accomplices,
has cheated the queen of a hundred thousand pounds.
You will hear of it before this come to you, but may be not
so particularly; and it is a very odd accident in such a man.
Smoak Presto writing news to MD. I dined to-day with
Lord Mountjoy at Kensington, and walked from thence
this evening to town like an emperor. Remember that
yesterday, October 2, was a cruel hard frost, with ice; and
six days ago I was dying with heat. As thin as the town is,
I have more dinners than ever, and am asked this month
by some people, without being able to come for pre-
engagements. Well, but I should write plainer, when I
consider Stella can't read,24 and Dingley is not so skilful
at my ugly hand. I had, to-night, a letter from Mr, Pratt,
who tells me, Joe will have his money when there are
trustees appointed by the lord lieutenant for receiving and
disposing the linen fund;25 and whenever those trustees
are appointed, I will solicit whoever is lord lieutenant, and
am in no fear of succeeding. So pray tell or write him
word, and bid him not be cast down; for Ned Southwell26
23   Sir Philip Meadows, the elder, 1626-1718, relieved Milton, in
1653, as Latin secretary to Cromwell's council. He became Ambassador
to Sweden in 1658. His son Philip was a Commissioner of Excise, 1698-
1700, and was knighted in the latter year. In 1707 he was sent on a special
mission to the Emperor,
24  There are frequent references in the Journal to the weakness of
Stella's eyes.
25   See p. i n.1
26  Edward Southwell was the son of Sir Robert Southwell, to whom,
when he was going as Secretary of State to Ireland in 1690, Temple
recommended Swift. The son succeeded his father as Secretary for Ireland
in 1702. The office did not entail residence in that country, and he spent
most of his time in England, although later he was for many years M.P. for
Kinsale, and through his wife, the only daughter of the Earl of Ardglass,
he obtained a large property in co. Down. He was a close friend and fre-
quent correspondent of Archbishop King, as Swift was well aware.
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